INTELLECTUALS  AND THE MOVEMENT OF
IDEAS
nnHE history of ideas ife Indian Islam during the period
-L of British rule in India presents five principal new as-
pects. Of these, the first and last have been reactions,
sometimes violent, against the new developments in the
social environment. The other three are three successive
phases of the adaptation of Islam to the process of those
developments. ^
The first, reactionary, movement does not fall within
the scope of our study. It began in the early nineteenth
century, flourished fully only among the lower 'classes*
and was a protest, vehement and well-organized but with-
out a constructive programme, against the exceedingly low
level to which society had been reduced. The movement
is 'often called " IVahhabl ", but it was spontaneous and in-
digenous, though the leaders soon came in touch with the
Arabian parallel of that name, and appreciated the simi-
larities. It is the culmination of the first main period into
which the economic history of modern India may be
divided: that of merchant capitalism, from the beginning
of East India Company rule on into the early nineteenth
century, when the overseas traders drained India of her
wealth and gradually reduced her to a land of incredible
prostration. Culture withered, and religion, as always in
a moribund society, became hopelessly corrupt. The
" Wahhdbl " * protest began as an attack on the religious
corruption, taking the form of a puritanical rejection of all
accretions to and all declensions from the ' pure' Islam,
with a desired return to the simplicity of faith (and society)
of the Prophet's Arabia. Before long, the movement be-
came increasingly political and social, was turned against the
4 infidel* rulers of the various states, and was accompanied